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August 1, 2023

Dear Business owner,

The Corpus Christi City Council adopted the 2021 International Fire Code with local amendments
on January 31, 2023. These codes are effective August 1, 2023.

The following code affects your facility if you do not currently have a fire sprinkler system
installed.

High-Rise Occupancies as below- Existing building requirements for sprinkler system in 2021
IFC chapter 11.

1103.5.4 High-rise buildings. Where Appendix M has not been adopted, existing high-rise
buildings that do not have a previously approved fire sprinkler system shall be equipped with an
automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 where any of the following
conditions apply:

1. The high-rise building has an occupied floor located more than 120 feet (36 576 mm) above the
lowest level of fire department vehicle access.

2. The high-rise building has occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) and not more
than 120 feet (36 576 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, and the
building does not have at least two interior exit stairways complying with Section 1104.10 that
are separated from the building interior by fire assemblies having a fire-resistance rating of not
less than 2 hours with opening protection in accordance with Table 716.1(2) of the International
Building Code.

3. The high-rise building has occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860 mm) and not more
than 120 feet (36 576 mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access, and the
building does not have a fire alarm system that includes smoke detection in mechanical equipment,
electrical, transformer, telephone equipment and similar rooms; corridors; elevator lobbies; and
at doors penetrating interior exit stairway enclosures.

Building owners shall file a compliance schedule with the fire code official not later than 365 days
after receipt of a written notice. The compliance schedule shall not exceed 12 years for completion
of the automatic sprinkler system retrofit.

Randy Paige
Fire Marshal
Corpus Christi Fire Department
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